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Congress of Vienna

· Napoleon was finally defeated in 1815. 
· Congress of Vienna - an international conference that was called in order to remake Europe after the downfall of Napoleon. main goal of the conference was to create a balance of power that would preserve the peace (leaders of Austria, Britain, France, Prussia, and Russia) 
· preservation of territorial boundaries, creation of buffer states (Belgium) as small allies

· nationalism replaced by dynastic rule as primary source of legitimacy

· return to the classical balance-of-power principle

Concert of Europe

· Concert of Europe: formed in 1815 as a mechanism to enforce the decisions of the Congress of Vienna. composed of the Quadruple Alliance: Russia, Prussia, Austria, and Great Britain. main priorities were to establish a balance of power, thereby preserving the territorial status quo, and to protect "legitimate" governments. one of the first serious attempts in modern times to establish an international society to maintain the peace. 

· Classical balance-of-power restored?
· designed to prevent hegemony. moderation exercised in victory: France’s boundaries restored and new leaders invited to Vienna. reciprocal compensation: new territory for Prussia and Austria

· centralized system of alliances: great powers met annually (or more often if required) to identify and confront any threats to the peace that required a collective response

· all five great powers participated until 1822 when UK withdrew

· Collapse of the Concert of Europe

· industrial revolution triggered dramatic social changes and demands for new rights

· 1848 “revolutions” across Europe undermined legitimacy of dynastic rule, 1853 
· Crimean War - in 1853, Russia gave up supporting an altruistic "balance of powers" and made an expansionary thrust at the Ottoman Empire. France and Britain went to war with Russia hoping to preserve the balance of power, but ended up sacrificing the peace. The outbreak of the war = downfall of the Concert of Europe because the great papers were fighting against each other for national interests.
· wars of German Unification: use of nationalism to unify Germany under Prussian control

Bismarckian System
· having unified Germany, Bismarck sought to isolate France and preserve stability in Europe

· problem was a series of controversies and rivalries between Russia, Austria, Italy, France, and the Ottoman Empire

· solution: a system of standing alliances that deterred stronger parties and restrained weaker ones

· result: a system of complex and overlapping alliances designed to entangle and restrain

· Collapse of the Bismarckian System

· desire for flexibility led to expiration of German-Russian alliance (by 1894, France and Russia allied)
· rise of the United States and Japan as great powers

· German-British naval arms race and French-British agreements over Africa result in Entente Cordiale.

· following defeat in Russo-Japanese War (1904), Russians sign an entente with Britain

· result: no fluid or restraining system of alliances, only two rigid camps

Developments in the World Economy

· The Gold Standard -  a monetary system in which the standard economic unit of account is a fixed weight of gold. If a country can redeem any of its money in gold it is said to be using the gold standard. 

· UK was the first state on the gold standard in early 19th century, other states followed. 

· Convertible currency and free import and export of gold. 
· Free Trade - an economic concept referring to the selling of products between countries without tariffs or other trade barriers. Free trade is the absence of artificial (government-imposed) barriers to trade among individuals and firms in different nations.
· UK repeals the corn laws (Britan had corn laws since 1804, when the landowners sought to protect their profits by imposing a duty/tariff on imported corn.)
· Cobden-Chevalier Treaty (1860) – free trade agreement between Great Britain and France, signaled the end of most of the protectionist measures imposed on trade by the two governments, and introduced a mutual most favored nation status that was to become a model for all similar agreements. (in the beginning, most favored nation was usually used on a dual-party, state-to-state basis. a nation could enter into a most favored nation treaty with another nation. later after WW2, these were negotiated through GATT, eventually WTO). multilateralization of free trade. 
· Imperialism - the policy of extending a nation's authority by territorial acquisition or by the establishment of economic and political hegemony over other nations.
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	· designed to prevent preponderance of power in single state (not preserve the peace)

· decentralized system of alliances used to counter more powerful states (no permanent alliances)

· exercise moderation in victory – defeated states rehabilitated, not destroyed

· use of reciprocal compensation

OVERALL:

( purpose: to prevent preponderance of power in a single state

( alliances: decentralized, temporary, ad hoc


	· great powers meet annually to identify and confront any threats to peace that required a collective response

· reciprocal compensation: new territory for Prussia and Austria

· centralized system of alliances


OVERALL:

( purpose: to prevent hegemony

( alliances: centralized 

~ similar to classical BOP but has centralized institution


	· Bismarck sought to isolate France and preserve stability in Europe (since he had already unified Germany)

· problem was rivalvries between Italy, Russia, Austria, France, and the Ottoman Empire

· as solution, system of standing alliances that deterred stronger parties and restrained weaker ones


OVERALL:

( purpose: to isolate France and restrain conflict
( alliances: complex and overlapping, designed to entangle and restrain


Napoleonic Wars /until 1815/


Congress of Vienna (need BOP!)                     Concert of Europe (Classical BOP)  /1815-1853/







             Crimean war (end of BOP)   /1853/


Bismarckian system (no BOP)  /1854-1904/                           Russo-Japanese war /1904/

the resulting system lasted until WW1 /1914/

no restraining system, 2 rigid camps of alliances
