LEVELS OF ANALYSIS, review
Individualism - focus on the components that make a particular system; all explanations can be reduced to individuals (or aggregations) and their intentions.
Holism - focus on the system that emerges as components interact; all explanations can be reduced to the imperatives of the system within which components operate.
	
	1st level
	2nd level
	3rd level

	in IR
	individual
	domestic/state

	international system

	focus on…
	qualities of state leaders and policymakers


	political and economic qualities of the state


	qualities of the international system



	these factors…
	shape kinds of decisions leaders make
	shape the ability of policymakers to achieve their preferences


	shape the opportunities and incentives for action 



	types, examples
	· psychoanalytic approach

· operational code

· information processing

· analogies

· groupthink
	· regime type 

· public opinion

· differences within regimes

· interest group configuration and relative strength

· two-level games

· bureaucracies – budgets, cultures, SOPs


	· distribution of military capabilities
· distribution of wealth
· structure of norms



	answers questions: 
	Who controls the government?


	What is the political system?  What economic, ethnic, or political group dominates?


	Is the international system multipolar, bipolar, or unipolar? What is a state’s power position? What kind of international norms exist?

	example – why did the USSR collapse?
	the Gorbachev factor, enlightened (or bad) leadership


	economic crisis and/or domestic dissidents demanding change


	defeat in arms race with U.S., isolation from globalization




