MARCH & OLSON – NEW INSTITUTIONALISM
	historically…
	modern political science
	

	· political institutions -- independent factors, important to the ordering and understanding of political life.
	· state no longer of central importance, political events seen as epiphenomena, politics mirrors its context. 
	contextualism

	· political institutions determine, order, or modify individual motives, acting autonomously in terms of institutional needs.
	· political phenomena are best understood as aggregate consequences of individual behavior.
	reductionism

	· political science embedded in institutional structure of rules, norms and traditions that limits free play of individual will and calculation.
	· political events are consequence of calculated decisions.
	utilitarianism

	· efficiency of history is ambivalent.
	· institutions and behavior evolve through some form of efficient historical process.
	functionalism

	· political decision-making is process for developing sense of purpose, direction and identity.
	· symbolic actions are part of manipulative effort to control outcomes.
	instrumentalism


Contextualism – politics as subordinate to exogenous forces
· politics are an integral part of society, less inclined to differentiate the polity from the rest of society

· structure and process of politics are a function of physical environment, geography, climate, ethnicity, language, culture, economic conditions, development, demography, technology, ideology, religion etc. these *affect* politics but are not significantly affected by politics
· casual links between society and polity run from society ( polity

· Easton (1968), Tilly (1978)

Reductionism –  macro consequences of micro behavior
· political phenomena are aggregate consequences of individual behavior

· very little inclination to see organizational structure and rules of behavior as influencing political outcomes

· preferences and powers of actors are exogenous to the political system
· outcomes at the collective level depend only on the intricacies of the interactions among the individual actors

· Nisaken (1971), Stigler (1952), Lave and March (1975), Nelsen and Winter (1982)


Utilitarianism – action is the making of calculated decisions
· political events are consequence of calculated decisions, deliberate decision making

· preferences are stable; good predictors of future preferences, unambiguous and consistent, and exogenous
· Crozier (1964), Nisbet and Ross (1980), Kahneman, Slovic & Tversky (1982)

Functionalism – efficiency of history
· institutions and behavior evolve through some form of efficient historical process

· outcomes are conditional on current environmental conditions, don’t depend on historical path

· (efficiency requires that the equilibrium is unique and achievable)

Instrumentalism – primacy of outcomes
· symbolic actions are strategic moves by self-conscious political actors, and are part of manipulative efforts to control outcomes
· information, policy alternatives etc are not provided to influence actions, rather to reassure observers of the appropriateness of actions taken
· control over symbols is a basis of power, use of symbols is part of struggle over political outcomes
· Edelman (1974), Pressman and Wildavsky (1973), March and Olson (1983)

      POLITICAL OUTCOMES




TRADITIONAL:
       (  EXOGENOUS


              NEW:












        ( ENDOGENOUS
	“old” institutionalism


	“new” institutionalism

	· dependence of the polity on society
	· interdependence between relatively autonomous social and political institutions

	· simple primacy of micro processes and efficient histories
	· complex micro processes and historical inefficiency

	· metaphors of choice and allocative outcomes
	· other logics of action and importance of meaning and symbolic action



INTERESTS


distribution of preferences among political actors





POWERS


distribution of resources





RULES OF THE GAME


constraints imposed by the rules of the games





preferences are developed within a society, transmitted through socialization








resources are distributed among political actors by broad social processes








rules of the game are either stable or change by revolutionary intervention exogenous to ordinary pol. activities








preferences develop in politics, through a combination of education, indoctrination, and experience.


neither stable nor exogenous!





pol. instituions affect distribution of resources, whjch affects power of pol. actors, which affects pol. institutions





constraints (excluding actions before politics begins etc) develop within context of political institutions











