CHAPTER 9

Political Parties: groups of like-minded people who band together in an attempt to take control of government.
Parties vs. Interests vs. Factions

· the Founders (Federalists/Madison) identified the central threat to liberty as “factions”. 

· differing interests are cited as the most durable source of faction.

· is a party just an institutionalized faction? (“…to the founders of the young Republic, parties meant bigger, better organized, and fiercer factions, and they did not want that” ~Government by the People)
History of two-party system
· The Federalists and Jeffersonians were the first American parties.

· The Jeffersonian Party evolved into the modern Democratic Party in the late 1820s.

· The modern Republican Party grew out of the antislavery movement in the 1850s.

PARTY SYSTEMS
· American political history can be viewed as a succession of electoral eras referred to as a party system.
· within each era, elections are similar, the key points of similarity and dissimilarity being the party alignment -the social and economic groups that consistently support each party

· the eras themselves are separated by one or more “critical elections”
· critical elections mark the emergence of a new, lasting alignment of partisan support within the electorate
· electoral alignments occur when a new party replaces the ruling party (usually caused by new issues or new voters).
1. Jeffersonian Party System:1796-1824 (Democratic-Republican presidential victories, 1 Federalist victory)

2. Jacksonian Party System: 1828-1856: (6 Democratic victories, 2 Whig victories)

3. Civil War and Reconstruction Party System: 1860-1892 (7 Republican victories, 2 Democratic victories)

4. National Republican Party System: 1896-1928 (7 Republican victories, 2 Democratic victories)

5. New Deal Party System: 1932-1964 (7 Democratic victories, 2 Republican victories)

6. Divided Government Party System: 1968-?? (6 Republican victories, 3 Democratic victories)
THE AMERICAN VOTER
· partisan identification (party ID) affects whether or not people voted. (people who strongly identified with a party are much more likely to go to the polls.)

· party ID is based on the shared views and interests of the individual and the party.

· partisan ties affect the direction of peoples vote. 
· partisanship influences citizens’ perceptions of issues, of candidates, and of events.  
V.O. Key about parties: partisanship is important in 3 ways: as organization; in government, in the electorate
Why have political parties?

Ideal: political parties serve as the main instrument of popular sovereignty and majority rule by 

· keep elected officials responsive
· include a broad range of groups

· stimulate political interest
· insure accountability.

Responsible Party Thesis

1. each party should present policy programs to voters consistent with its ideology

2. party Programs should differ, presenting voters with a range of choices
3. parties must carry out their policy commitments while in office
4. voters should hold parties accountable for promises not delivered on

Machines – strong party organizations in late 19th and early 20th century American elites (led by bosses who controlled party nominations and patronage)

Patronage –opportunities to make partisan appointments to offices (power to control government jobs)

US POLITICAL SYSTEM:

· single member district – electorate that is allowed to select only one representative from each district 

· plurality system – to win a seat, you need the most votes (not necessarily majority)

Other systems:

· multiple member district – each voter is given the number of votes equivalent to number of seats to be filled
· proportional representation – each party gets representation in proportion to its % of total vote

PARTIES & DEMOCRACY
( Add to democracy:
· considered the central institutions of democratic governments at least since the enfranchisement of the working class
· strongly associated with the values of democracy and are accurately regarded as one of its working mechanisms.
How are the important?

· at times dominated citizen’s conceptions of politics. 

· that partisan identification has a good deal of influence on citizens behavior in the political world.
What do they do? 

· organize and operate the government

· focus responsibility for government action

· develop issues and educate the public

· synthesize interests

· recruit and develop governmental talent

· simplify the electoral system

( Detract from democracy:
1. those who organize and operate parties are motivated primarily by the desire to achieve their own political ends
2. the primary motives are electoral: prospective public officials believe that forming a party will advance their chances of winning elections

Ways in which parties can detract from a healthy democracy:

· can dictate what governments do (at some point coordination becomes control)

· temptation to kill the other party’s initiative (especially strong when government is divided, i.e. a single party does not control the presidency and both houses of Congress)

· can confuse responsibility
· can suppress issues

· can divide society

· may recruit hacks and celebrities

· can oversimplify the electoral system

DECLINE OF PARTIES

· during the Fourth Party System, the “Progressives” (middle class reformers in the late 19th and early 20th century) succeeded in implementing several reforms that had as their cumulative effect an erosion of party strength in the U.S.  
Progressive era reforms:

· attacked the party “ machines” (highly organized party under control of boss, based on patronage and control of government). 

· examples: direct primary elections, the civil service, the “official” ballot, personal registration

More modern influences:
· polling, the broadcast media, direct-mail fundraising, professional public relations and, the use of 30 -60 second television spots in election campaigns

· these give politicians a new set of political weapons that they can use in place of party organizations
· parties are different: ideology, party memberships, policy differences

· parties represent coalitions of groups: race (African Americans - D) and ethnicity, gender (men - R, women - D, religion (Jews - D, Protestants - R), class (wealthy - R), ideology, region (south - R, northeast - D), age..

· third parties: (compete against two major  parties) - Libertarians, Reform Party, Green Party

