CHAPTER 5

Civil Rights - legal or moral claims that citizens are entitled to make upon the government to protect citizens from other levels government and other citizens

Equal protection clause – 14th amendment!, guarantees citizens equal protection of the laws (1868, 14th amendment made civil rights become part of the Constitution)

Women’s movement: starting point – Seneca Falls Declaration (Elizabeth Cady Stanton), all men and women are created equal.

The 13th Amendment – abolished slavery
The 14th Amendment – made Bill of Rights apply to states, protects every citizen against arbitrary action by the government and provides assurance that citizens are not to be abridged by the states

( Supreme Court treated the 14th Amendment as though it had never been adopted, for the first 50 years! It still considered Barron vs. Baltimore good law.

( in 1925, Gitlow vs. New York (1925)  started the nationalization (applying to states) of the Bill of Rights

Why is this Prof. Holliman’s favorite amendment?

1. It provides “due process of law” - which may be defined as the legal protections (primarily procedural liberties) that are designed to protect citizens against arbitrary action by national or state governments
2. It provides “equal protection under the law” which is the basis for civil rights
3. It specifically became the basis for extending the protection of individual liberties at the national level (in the Bill of Rights) to the local level by declaring specifically that the States shall not infringe upon the rights of citizens to the equal protection under the law.

The 15th Amendment – guaranteed voting rights to African American men

The 19th Amendment – guaranteed voting rights to women

The 26th Amendment – guaranteed voting rights to eligible 18 year olds

BATTLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS

· Dred Scott vs. Sanford  (1857) – declared blacks weren’t citizens, and that Founders didn’t mean to include them in the equality mentioned in the Declaration of Independence

· Plessy vs. Ferguson (1896) – “separate but equal”, declared segregation as legal! Public accommodations should be separated by race, but still be equal.

· Brown vs. Board of Education (1954) – overturned legal segregation. Major part of civil rights movement. Declared 14th amendment – segregation in schools was against the right to equal protection under law.

Busing – from 1971, step to desegregate: busing children from poor urban school districts to richer suburban ones

Gerrymandering – apportionment of voters in districts such a way as to give unfair advantage to one racial or ethnic group or political party

Redlining – banks refusing to make loans to people living in certain geographic locations

Affirmative Action – government policies or programs that seek to redress past injustices against specified groups by making special efforts to provide members of these groups with access to educational and employment opportunities

Strategies for Civil Rights advancement in the US:
1. lobbying

2. litigation

3. protest

DEMOCRACY EXPERIMENTS

“Jacksonian Democracy” (1828 – 1861)

· considered a victory for the common people in America.

· Democrats emphasized the importance of interpreting the Constitution literally, upholding states’ rights, and limiting federal power and spending. 

· the beginning of the expansion of the common man (and women) into politics--ultimately this culminates  in the POPULAR election of Senators in 1913 (17th Amendment) and the expansion of the electorate with women in 1920 (19th Amendment)

Period of “Reconstruction” (1863 – 1877)

· Emancipation Proclamation (1863)

· 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments are passed.

· Civil Rights Act is passed in Congress (1875), lead by the Republican Party (the party of Civil Rights in this period)

Period of Disenfranchisement - experiment is over! (1891 – 1901) 

· end of Reconstruction

· 1877 Federal Troops are pulled out of the South with the Hayes-Tilden Compromise

· Supreme Court Declares the Civil Rights Acts of 1875 and 1877 unconstitutional on the grounds that the acts sought to protect Blacks against discrimination by private business, while the 14th only intended protection from government.

· court declared “separate by equal” is the law of the land in Plessy vs. Ferguson
· “white primary” inaugurated in Georgia, “grandfather clause” in Louisana - blacks registered to vote drastically declined, Williams vs. Mississippi (1900) - the Supreme Court upheld the poll tax as Constitutional. 

And after..

· 1911 - white mob in Livermore KY dragged a black man accused of killing a white person to a local theater and hanged him before an audience who paid admission. 

· 1999 – in Jasper, TX, James Byrd Jr dragged along a bumpy road by a chain around his ankles

MYTHS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT
1. Black only movement or only white led

2. Movement was only about charismatic leadership and extraordinary people

3. Movement was only about rights of one group or group’s interest alone.  

