CHAPTER 2

Declaration of Independence (1776) - statement of American independence from British rule

Articles of Confederation (1777) 

· America’s first constitution, adopted at Continental Congress. 

· Limited powers of central government (which was based on Congress)

· States retained sovereignty, independence, jurisdiction etc.

· No executive or judicial powers

· Execution of laws left to states

· Each state had single vote

Huge issue of representation! Risked to demise entire idea:

Large vs. Small states

Virginia Plan – representation based on population; favored larger states

New Jersey Plan – equal state representation, no matter of population

Great Compromise – agreement, states have equal number of senators regardless of population, but House of Representatives based on population

Constitutional Convention (1787) 

· Great Compromise – between small and large states

· Three-fifths Compromise – slaves count as 3/5ths of person

· Constitution: (p. 54)

· Bicameral –  division of Congress into two chambers

· Checks and balances – participation and control between branches of government (p.57)

· Separation of powers – division of governmental power – legislative, executive, judicial (p. 56)

· Federalism – power is divided between central and state governments
 Federalists vs. Antifederalists



Bill of Rights – first 10 amendments to the Constitution
Federalist Papers – written by Madison, Hamilton & Jay in support of Constitution.
Issue : What were the motives of Founders in Philadelphia? What was their intent? What were their goals?  
Ideas of liberty, equality in framers’ writings? 
Views: 

· Beard: they were concerned only with their own economic interest
· Diamond: framers were genuinely concerned with philosophical principles; people are flawed, so democracy must exist to mitigate the evil of human nature
· Hofstadter: democracy impeded liberty; liberty = liberty of property
- supported Constitution; strong central gov’t. Hamilton, Madison, Jay – “Publius” in Fed papers�- tyranny = majorities gaining power


- gov’t power = limited government, but give national government broad power 


- representation = chosen by people, representatives with most wisdom, virtue etc








- opposed Constitution; wanted strong state governments


- tyranny = gov’t becoming authoritative


- gov’t power = limited gov’t, and limit national gov’t powers in relation to states and people


- representation = representatives should be true picture of people they represent








