CHAPTER 10
ELECTIONS

· presidential elections: every four years, first Tuesday in November

· congressional elections: every two years, also same Tuesday

· state and local office elections: up to the states and municipalities; usually, but not always, coincide with national elections. (midterm elections - when they do not coincide with presidential elections)

· STATES organize elections!- from administering elections to determining electoral districts and voter qualifications
· primary elections: used to select a party’s candidate for general election (in most other countries party leaders do this.. system was introduced to take power away from party leaders)

· closed primary: when only registered members of a party may vote to select the party’s candidate

· open primary: when voter can wait until day of election which party’s primary he’ll vote in

· general elections: decisive electoral contest: winner is elected to office.

( Referendum vs. election: referendum (direct democracy!) is when a proposal or legislature is sent to the electorate for approval or rejection; election (representative democracy!) is when voters choose officials to act for them.

WINNING

1. majority system – to win a seat you must receive a majority (50%+1) of all the votes cast in that district

2. plurality system – to win a seat you need the most votes cast (not necessarily a majority)
3. proportional system – each political party gets representation in proportion to its percentage of the total vote (benefits smaller groups, increases number of parties)

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS

· boundaries for congressional and state legislative districts are drawn every 10 years to ensure ‘one person one vote’

· BUT, sometimes legislators purposefully manipulate boundaries of electoral districts so as to give unfair advantage to a certain racial or ethnic group, or political party. (gerrymandering) 

· benign gerrymandering: when this is done with the purpose of making districts (minority districts) of disadvantaged or unrepresented minorities, to help them get representation 
BALLOT

· before 1980s, you could only cast your ballot according to a political party. Now:

· split-ticket voting: when you support candidates from more than one party in the same election

· straight-ticket voting: when you only support candidates from one party. Usually happens when you vote for party’s presidential candidate and then automatically for rest of party’s candidates (coattail effect).

Electoral college: presidential electors from each state who meet after the popular election to cast ballots for president and vice president
· each state is entitled to a number of electoral votes equal to the number of the state’s senators and representatives combined (total of 538 electoral votes)

· but sometimes the electors suck and break their pledge and vote for the other party’s candidate

· in most occasions electoral college just endorses popular vote. (exceptions: Hayes vs. Tilden in 1876, Cleveland vs. Harrison in 1888, Bush vs. Al Gore in 2000)

· caucus: normally closed meeting of a political or legislative group to select candidates, plan strategy, or make decisions regarding legislative matters

· winner-take-all system: when all of a state’s presidential nominating delegates are awarded to the candidate who wins the most votes, while runner-up gets no delegates 

· platform: a party document, written at a national convention, that contains party philosophy, principles, and positions on issues

CAMPAIGNING

· soft money: money contributed directly to political parties for voter registration and organization

· campaign funds: usually ¼ from small, direct-mail contributions, ¼ by large, individual gifts, ¼ from PACs, and ¼ from candidate’s personal or family resources

· political action committees (PACs): private groups that raise and distribute funds for use in election campaigns

· issue advocacy: when individuals or interest groups spend independently on campaign issues, but not tied to particular candidate (like NRA)

· campaign finance reform: after 2000, 1) ban on campaign spending by the national party organizations; 2) limits placed on issue advertising  
TYPES OF VOTING (see ch. 8)

· Prospective voting –  voting based on the imagined future performance of a candidate
· Retrospective voting – voting based on the past performance of a candidate

SOURCES OF POWER IN POLITICS
1. framing the debate - the power to influence how events and issues are interpreted
2. agenda setting - the power to bring public attention to particular issues and problems
3. campaigns and elections - the power to shape popular perceptions of politicians and political leaders and what issues are important
AGENDA SETTING
- struggle in agenda setting.
· politicians - believe that they should decide what their campaigns will be based on, and if the voters don’t like the issues they’ve chosen to run on, they won’t win. 
· media - a new and interesting school of journalism called civic journalism, asserts that too many difficult issues are ignored during campaigns.
· why is this agenda setting important? Because the issues that dominate an election become the issues that office holders are obliged to deal with. 
· how do you set the agenda? Message and focus.
( see ‘wedge issues’ and campaign strategies from ch. 8 review:
SWAYING ELECTIONS

· in every election, usually 1/3 will always vote for you, 1/3 never will, and 1/3 could vote either way
· wedge issues: gay rights, guns, abortion, development vs. environment, labor vs. business, sex (harassment and education), race, haves vs. have nots
· kinds of campaign strategies: positive; war of attrition - “take what you can get”; issue dominated; winning your base; coalition politics; change the nature of the electorate; draw the difference; diversion; hard negative; attach yourself to larger issues
