CHAPTER 1

Citizenship – informed and active membership in political community

Government – institutions and procedures through which a territory and its people are ruled

Forms of government:

· Autocracy – single individual, king or dictator

· Oligarchy – small group controls governing decisions

· Democracy – citizens play significant role; elect government officials
Types of governing:
· Constitutional – government is limited, kept in check by other institutions (USA)

· Authoritarian – government has no formal limits, but is controlled by some institutions (some of Europe, South America, Asia, Africa)

· Totalitarian – government has no formal limits (Nazi Germany, Stalin’s SSSR)
Representative Democracy (Republic) vs. Direct Democracy


Core values of American political culture – liberty, equality, and democracy

LIBERTY – freedom from government control ( liberty is limited government

LIMITED GOVERNMENT = constitutional government; powers are limited and defined

Political sovereignty (democratic principle) – placing power in the hands of the people.
Concepts to grasp:

· Liberty

· Equality

· Democracy

· Government legitimacy
· Consent
Citizens elect representatives and government officials








Citizens vote directly on laws and policies











