Federalist # 10

General themes: Factions, their threat to democracy, and how to limit factions

Factions
· Constitution establishes government capable of controlling the violence and damage caused by factions.

· Factions - groups of people who gather together to protect and promote their special economic interests and political opinions. They can work against public interest.
· Factions are inevitable, due to the nature of man (different pursuits, interests, property etc) 
·  Only 2 ways to control a faction: 
1. remove its causes (possible only if you destroy liberty, or make everyone the same. Destroying liberty is terrible, while you can’t make everyone be the same and want the same things)
2. control its effects (which is the role of the government as provided by the Constitution)
Direct vs. representative democracies
· direct democracies can’t control factions (no protection of weak factions; always have strongest faction dominating)

· representative democracies – those elected to office will be ‘good’ and ‘wise’, least likely to sacrifice public good. Of course, there is always a chance they might turn evil, but this possibility is unlikely in a large country like the US (because it is hard for representatives to deceive the people). 
Factions in large “extended” republics
· Factions will be numerous in large representative democracies, but they will be weaker than in small direct democracies
· It might be unpractical for states far away to send representatives, but in long term will benefit the most from a strong national government
· Extended republics are good – the size and variety of interests in America could be the main guarantee of stability and justice 
Federalist # 51 
General themes: how to minimize not only tyranny of government (checks and balances, separation of powers), but also tyranny of majority

· Checks and balances: “if men were angels, no government would be necessary”. But men aren’t angels, neither are the citizens nor government, so checks and balances must be put in place. The government must have power to govern the people, but also to govern itself.
· Separation of powers: each branch should be independent. No branch should have power over selecting members of other two branches (however, this doesn’t work for judicial branch). Also, branches can’t determine one another’s salaries. In representative democracies, legislative branches are usually most powerful, so they should be divided into two branches (House and Senate), with different election procedures.
· Guard against majorities – by Constitution, authority comes from entire society; also, citizens hold different views and have different interests, so it is harder for one group to dominate or threaten other groups.  Also, if government allows majorities to combine against minorities, liberty will be lost; and all individuals want liberty and protection from anarchy.
