PSC 202.004
Review for Midterm

Checklist:

· do you know the main components of argument (Toulmin model)? can you read an argument and identify these components?

· do you understand the various types of claims? can you identify them in an argument?

· do you know the different types of proof?
· do you know the different kinds of fallacies? can you read an argument and identify the fallacies in it?
· can you recognize the “statistical idea” in an argument supported by statistics? can you make an argument based on a chart or table of statistical information?
To practice for the midterm:

· learn the terms – different types of claims, fallacies, proof, etc (use handouts from class)

· review our activity on “writing a paper organized by claims”. can you do this for any given issue (abortion, gay rights, gun control etc)?
· review the “letters to the editor” activity and see if you can break down the different components of an argument in each letter (using the Toulmin model). could you recognize these components in any short argument?
· re-do the “identifying fallacies” exercise. make sure you know the different types of fallacies, and that you can identify them in an argument.
· look at binge drinking or 2004 election statistical tables to see if you can come up with new arguments based on those charts

· take any 1 or 2-page essay from the Wood book, and see if you can identify all components of the argument, fallacies, etc.

Structure of the exam:
Part I: Sentence completion (each blank worth 2 points; total 18 points) 

Part II. Identifying fallacies (each blank worth 3 points; total 12)
Part III. Making claims. 2 points for each claim (total 10)
Part IV. Statistical arguments. 5 points each (total 10)
Part V. Argument analysis (50 points)


note: you can find copies of the handouts and activities on the course website: http://classes.maxwell.syr.edu/psc202_s05/
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